
CAPE WIND HAZARDOUS TO AIR TRAFFIC

To the editor:
I am writing in response to a letter in last week’s

paper by Mr. John Canevari from North Falmouth who
feels he needs to educate us.

Mr. Canevari attempts to rebut the opposition to the
Cape Wind proposal.  He comments that “the local airport
managers and the local TRACON union (Radar facility
that monitors our air traffic) continually use their creden-
tials to voice concerns over the matter.” Yea-uh!

The proposed wind farm is located in a high traffic
area that is one of our lifelines.  As the Nantucket
Airport Manager I have listened to the arguments and
been exposed to a lot of data from both sides. I am mak-
ing these comments as an individual, not in an official
capacity. I support alternate energy and simply feel that
this wind farm is a good idea in the wrong place!  

Cape Wind is simply trying to profit by a land grab.  
I am enclosing a record of flight tracks in one sum-

mer day to our little island to exhibit the amount of traf-
fic. Many pilots do fly to Nantucket for enjoyment and
for training. Surprisingly, not every day is bright and
sunny and weather changes quickly. This was demon-
strated last summer when we had an incident, due to
weather changing between the time a pilot passed Eel
Point and the Airport.

Flight rules dictate that a pilot must remain 1,000
feet over populated areas and 500 feet above and wide
of any obstruction. The Cape Wind proposal takes a
block of space about the size of Manhattan and creates
an obstacle 500 feet high. Pilots must fly at least 500
feet above that. Since fog happens, this could force a
pilot trying to get back to the mainland into the clouds

or make him deviate from a direct route.
As a pilot and a volunteer Coast Guard Auxiliary

pilot, I recognize that if I were in the water, where they
are proposing 130 towers 500 feet high, I would like the
Coast Guard to have the ability to go below 1,000 feet
in this area.

Sincerely,
— Alfred Peterson

GOODBYE NANTUCKET NIGHTS

To the editor:
Because of Cape Wind the night sky is about to

change forever. Who wants to see those pesky stars or that
bothersome Milky Way. Let the lights glow like
LaGuardia Airport and show us the way to our future.
Now imagine this airport, it’s the size of Manhattan by the
way, with 405 beacons 44 stories above sea level…let’s
not forget to completely light up the 10-story transfer sta-
tion that just happens to hold 40,000 gallons of oil and
1,000 gallons of diesel. This structure, which might be
located just north or south of Tuckernuck, is larger than
the new addition on the Cape Cod hospital. 

Every single person I’ve met who opposes Cape
Wind’s corporate takeover of Nantucket Sound is for
alternative energy, this just isn’t the solution. Nantucket
Sound is one of the jewels of the eastern United States
and should be a National Park, not the largest power plant
of its kind in the world. Just as we wouldn’t allow these
monoliths to mar Yosemite, Yellowstone and the Grand
Canyon, it is our responsibility to protect the sound as we
do  Nantucket. As sick as it sounds, a Wal-Mart would do
less long-term harm to our island.

This project also makes no financial sense other than
the green tax credits the developer will
receive. He’ll do very well for himself while
he creates overpriced electricity that no one
wants to buy.

I urge all of Nantucket to wake from its
slumber with regards to this issue, it is not
too late. We can stop this but we need critical
mass, first at Bennett Hall February 20th at 4
p.m. and especially 5 p.m. March 11th at the
high school when the federal government
gets to hear our opinion. I, too, have been
apathetic about taking action against Cape
Wind, the concept seemed so far fetched that

I thought it would never be allowed in Nantucket
Sound. I was wrong. The giant is pushing the door open
— it’s time for us to shove back.

— Doug Foregger

A MEANINGFUL TRIBUTE

To the editor:
Mary Lancaster's obituary for Mildred Daniels was

wonderful. I'm glad she was able to find someone to fill
in Mildred's off-island career and family particulars
completely. Please give Mary  congratulations and the
collective gratitude of everyone who worked with
Mildred in the restoration of the African Meeting
House.

Thank you for running this in The Nantucket
Independent. It is very meaningful to many people.

— Fran Karttunen

EXERCISES IN FUTILITY

To the editor:
When a new development is proposed there are sev-

eral governing boards that must review the project to
ensure approval.

First is the Planning Board, then the HDC, followed
by the ConCom.

As a private citizen following several large develop-
ment projects in the last couple years, I am disturbed by
our procedure. People’s time and money should have
greater value than to string along false hopes when it is
obvious and inevitable that some projects will never
have the final approvals because the project  does not fit
the criteria that one or two of the deciding boards holds
as a guideline in its determination.

Take the Point Breeze Phase II for an example. We all
recognize that the lot on the corner of Easton Street and
North Beach Street remains wet most of the year follow-
ing every rain event. The entire area of Brant Point is
prone to flooding and much of it is deemed wetland.

This is nothing new. It has been well documented for
over 100 years. The ConCom has very strict guidelines
about not building in a wetland. If this is indeed the fact
and we know that this lot is a wetland, then why do we
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