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People say that things have a way of
working out on Nantucket for peo-

ple who are meant to be here.
Sometimes, it takes a while for the des-
tiny of it all to be fully realized, as has
been the case with Mollie Glazer, who
has recently been named the new exec-
utive director of the NCMC/Nantucket
School of Music, effective July 1. She
succeeds Dr. Gerald Mack, who
announced his retirement last spring.

“We had a search process, and the
committee unanimously endorsed the
recommendation to appoint her, and the
trustees unanimously agreed to do
that,” said Mack, who is “very happy”
that Glazer will replace him at the
helm.

“Gerry has done a lot for the school,
especially with the concerts and musi-
cians he’s brought here,” Glazer said of
Mack. “He knows a lot of really fantas-
tic, top-of-the-line musicians who
wouldn’t have come here without
him.”

“Mollie is a talented musician with
superb skills who has already shown a
desire to grow the program,” said Mary
Saffell, president of the NCMC/
Nantucket School of Music Board of
Trustees. “I think she’ll be an effective
and wonderful executive director and
will continue to foster and promote
music education in our community.”

Having studied cello and viola da
gamba at New England Conservatory
and the Royal Conservatory of the
Netherlands and subsequently perform-
ing throughout the United States and
Europe (recording with five labels),
Glazer moved to Nantucket from
Manhattan in 1992 in order to teach for
the NCMC.

When Deborah Beale retired from
the executive directorship in 2001,
Glazer had wanted very much to apply
for the job, but a baby stalled her desire

to do so.
So, she continued to teach —

through the Nantucket Lighthouse
School, the Nantucket New School, the
public schools and in the Nantucket
Atheneum’s Weezie Library for
Children, as well as privately and for
the NCMC. She formed string ensem-
bles that have grown large enough to be
orchestras. “I’ve always felt that kids
have to play together, that’s why I start-
ed string ensembles,” said Glazer,
adding that the timing is now right for
her to finally assume the position she’d
wanted years ago.

“My son is now 7, and I’m ready,”
Glazer said. “I did tell them in my inter-
view that it’s like the maturing of the
teacher in me, to have a job like this.
Hopefully, I can have more impact with
my teacher energy on more students
than just the ones I have, one-on-one.”

For the first time in the NCMC’s
32-year history, the position of execu-
tive director will run for the full 12
months.

Until July 1, Mack will stay on as
director, and Glazer will continue
working as the summer programs
director — in her role this summer, she
has instituted a slate of new programs.

“This year, we’re having band
camps, individual lessons, voice les-
sons — a lot of different things, and
that is at her initiation,” Saffell said.

Even though she’s not yet the direc-
tor, Glaazer also recently launched a
Web site for the organization
(www.nantucketscfhoolofmusic.com),
featuring faculty bios and schedules.
Her stepson, Jed Williams, who is a
physics teacher at Nantucket High
School and who has  a degree in com-
puter design, launched it for her.

Glazer’s newest creation is the
NCMC “Soirée,” whereby NCMC
musicians come into someone’s home
and perform (for a party, or even a
small dinner) for a tax-deductible dona-
tion to the school.

“The idea is to make a tax
deductible donation to the school and
then have a private concert in your
home. It can be based on the soirées of
the 19th century, or not. I’m letting the
host make the call,” Glazer said. “If a
person wants entertainment, but does-
n’t want it to be in the way of a fund-
raiser, they can have musicians perform
in their homes in all styles: jazz, blue-
grass, folk, classical. … I’ll work with
people to give them something they
want. But ultimately, I wanted to offer
a different experience for people who
want to support island nonprofits,
because they’re asked constantly. I’m
hoping this will be a win-win in peo-
ple’s minds.”

Currently, the NCMC offers a cho-
rus and community jazz band — both
of which are open to the public — as
well as classes, individual lessons,
soirees and the annual organ crawl.

Glazer has a small notebook’s
worth of ideas for the NCMC — which
she refers to as “dreams” for the organ-
ization, as in, “I dream of having an
instrument petting zoo, where can kids
can get their hands on different instru-
ments on try them. I just want more
people on the island to know about
music education, and so I’d like to fos-
ter more possibilities and to create
more instructions to instruments.”

In order to do that, Glazer said she’d
like to continue to grow the number of
instructors in the program. Currently,
16 musicians work with roughly 100
students, from ages 2 to 70-something.

“There is so much talent here. It’s
an exciting time to be director,” Glazer
said. “The musicians rallied and
stepped up to the plate with ideas for
these summer programs. So who
knows what they’ll be willing to do in
the future?”

Call the NCMC office, 228-3352,
for info on classes and soirées.
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that prompted Bradbeer and her class-
mates to write a scene based on a news-
paper article. 

“The blurb I found was that Nicole
Miller was designing clothes for Barbie,
and she was in Texas, and some woman
drove 200 miles to have her Barbie
signed. I thought, ‘What kind of a per-
son drives 200 miles to have her Barbie
signed?’ ”

That person became the play’s lead,
Barbie Ann, who “sprang full-fledged”
into Bradbeer’s head, like a reverse
Athena. The Manhattan-based play-
wright finished the play after making a
pilgrimage herself to the South by
Southwest music festival in Austin,
Texas with her gay neighbors, who
were playing the festival as a group
called Y’all.

This is the third consecutive summer
that the TWN has invited Sardelli to
direct a summer show.

“I’m very fond of Giovanna and her
work,” said TWN Artistic Director Jane
Karakula. “Giovanna suggested this
script. I read it and thought it was fun.
First, it’s kind of whacky and weird, and
you don’t know where it’s going, and
then all of a sudden, it takes a big shift.”

Sardelli, who gets regular work as a
director in Manhattan and also serves
on the dance faculty at New York
University’s Tisch School of the Arts,
said she keeps returning to Nantucket
“because I love the people I’ve met
here.”

Like the other plays Sardelli has
directed on island, “Lone Star Grace”
runs without a set change, occurring in
one room. “I like a play that doesn’t get
interrupted by tech aspects, because I
think we give over to it more naturally,”
Sardelli said. “Even though the set
doesn’t move, the story moves. Barbie
Ann is all about moving, about chang-
ing her life.”

When: Wed. – Sat., June 13-16
8:30 p.m. “Lone Star Grace”

Where: TWN Main Stage, down
stairs at the United Methodist 
Church, 2 Centre St. 

Cost: $25 (There’s also an opening 
night party before the first show, 
from 7 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. upstairs 
at the Brotherhood; $50 includes 
cocktails and admission 
to the show.)

For more information, please call 
228-4305 or go to theatrework-
shop.org, where you can also 
buy tickets. 
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Weaving Nantucket’s Past into Its Future

SAVE THESE DATES!
July 22 & 23, 1 - 4:00 Baskets & Bubbly Silent Auction & Preview

ALSO... July 28, 10:30 - 1:00 Baskets & Bubbly 

Champagne Brunch & Auction Reservations Required.

visit our website at nantucketlightshipbasketmuseum.org
49 Union Street � 508-228-1177 � Tues-Sat 10-4

“Historical Garden Tour” 
June 7, 2 pm

Slow down and smell the roses as you enjoy a tour 
of our historically dated rose garden.

“Custom Scrimshaw and Island Influences”
with Dorothy O’Hara   June 14, 2 pm
Well known scrimshaw artist Dorothy O’Hara demonstrates

her use of color and Nantucket Island as inspiration for her custom designs.

EGAN MARITIME FOUNDATION 
  MILL HILL PRESS

MARIA MITCHELL ASSOCIATION
PRESENT

MARGARET MOORE BOOKERMARGARET MOORE BOOKER
  Author of Mill Hill Press’s latest publication

Among the Stars:Among the Stars:
The LifeThe Life of Maria Mitchellof Maria Mitchell

Introduced by Nathaniel Philbrick
Finalist for the 2007 Pulitzer Prize in History

Thurs., June 7th, 8 P.M.

at the Coffin School
4 Winter Street
Tickets $5 at the door/Members free
For more info call: 508-228-2505 or visit: www.eganmaritime.org


